Anomalous palmar cutaneous branch of the median nerve in the distal forearm: case report.
Variations exist in the anatomy of the palmar cutaneous branch of the median nerve about the wrist. We report an anatomic variation in the course of the palmar cutaneous branch of the median nerve identified in a 17-year-old girl undergoing surgery for a scaphoid nonunion. Instead of coursing ulnar to the flexor carpi radialis tendon, deep to the antebrachial fascia between the tendons of the flexor carpi radialis and palmaris longus, the palmar cutaneous branch of the median nerve was noted to cross volar to the distal aspect of the flexor carpi radialis to lie on its radial aspect. Knowledge of the anatomic variant described in this report should encourage surgeons to dissect carefully as they expose the flexor carpi radialis during the exposure of the distal radius or scaphoid.